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Dear HLAA Florida members: 

I hope that you all had a nice Easter and Passover.  With the holiday over now, it is important 

to bring it to your attention about what is happening in the State of Florida. These will affect 

people with hearing loss.  I received a call from HLAA National asking me if I was aware of 

this and where do I as HLAA State Association stand on this.  I was not aware of and 

learning a lot about this and what to SHARE with you all. 

1. Status of the current legislation in the House 

a. The bill has been pulled and language substituted that would only allow for the 

distribution of hearing aids through the mail. Here is a link t the text of the 

bill: https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileNa

me=PCS%20for%20HB%20957a.DOCX&DocumentType=Proposed%20Commi

ttee%20Bills%20(PCBs)&Session=2021&CommitteeId=3093  

b. Here is the bill 

history https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/957/?Tab=BillHistory   

House Bill 957 (2021) - The Florida Senate 

HB 957: Hearing Aid Consultations and Sales. GENERAL BILL by Mooney ; (CO-

INTRODUCERS) Botana ; McClure Hearing Aid Consultations and Sales; Provides exception 

to certain requirements relating to fitting & selling hearing aids; repeals provisions relating 

to sale or distribution of hearing aids through mail. 

www.flsenate.gov 

 

c. The next stop in the House is the full committee chaired by Rep. Burton. It is not on the 

schedule this week and the last opportunity for hearing the bill will be next week given 

the limited session.  

 

d. You should be aware that the House bill passed along party lines: Republicans 

voted for the amendment, Democrats against. If this moves forward, you'll want 

to write your legislators.   

 

2. On the On the Senate side, we have heard that the amendment from Senator Rodriguez 

will be removed in committee this week, effectively ending action in the Senate. If that 

happens, all we need to do is gather support for education about how hearing aids are 

now sold in Florida, and get involved with the Task Force on hearing aid sales, if that 

comes about.  

a. there is a hearing scheduled schedule for SB 700 (the larger telehealth bill) but we 

don't know for sure if anyone is needed at that time: if the the amendment is gone, 

no need for testimony from 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=PCS%20for%20HB%20957a.DOCX&DocumentType=Proposed%20Committee%20Bills%20(PCBs)&Session=2021&CommitteeId=3093
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=PCS%20for%20HB%20957a.DOCX&DocumentType=Proposed%20Committee%20Bills%20(PCBs)&Session=2021&CommitteeId=3093
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=PCS%20for%20HB%20957a.DOCX&DocumentType=Proposed%20Committee%20Bills%20(PCBs)&Session=2021&CommitteeId=3093
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/957/?Tab=BillHistory
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/957/?Tab=BillHistory
http://www.flsenate.gov/
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us. https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70481

&  

 

CS/SB 700 (2021) - Telehealth | Florida 

House of Representatives  

www.myfloridahouse.gov 

 

3. HIA and the FL AAA oppose mail-order sales. HIA continue to support a delay to allow for 

consumer advocates, professional organizations, and manufacturers to discuss and recommend 

a solution to the legislators after this session ends at the end of the month. The next session will 

meet in January 2022 allowing sufficient time for review and discussion. 

 

4. Debbe, Eloise from HLAA Sun City Center, Carla Beyer-Smolin from HLAA, and Lise 

Hamlin from HLAA discussed the pros and cons of the bill. On the one hand, at some 

point, there will be mail orders and more likely internet sales of hearing aids. We do want 

to look to ensure the future we will have greater access to affordable hearing aids. 

However, what we want is telehealth that provides consumer protections and telehealth 

that is accessible. If we have access to hearing aids online, we must have access to 

captioning of any video conferences to sell those hearing aids or any other use of 

telehealth. So, what HLAA has suggested is that we step back and form a Task Force of 

all stakeholders to determine the way forward. That means not just dispensers of hearing 

aids, but also consumers. That's really what we'd like to see come of all this. It's possible, 

particularly if the Senate sponsor pulls the amendment. But we don't know for sure yet. 

We will watch what happens there and let you know.  

 

I'll follow up with any updated information I get. If you are interested in this, please let me 

know. 

 

Thank you for your attention in the matter.  Please share with your comments on this. 

 

Debbe Hagner, Chairperson of the FCCDHH and HLAA FL State Association 
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